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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

• Overall objective of the course is to contribute to the analysis and in depth understanding 

of the Policies of International Aid as a growing instrument of International State power 

policy and of political obligation after World War II.  

• Specific Objective of the course is to analyze the development of the European Union’s 

instruments of assistance and aid to developing and transition countries, with a particular 

focus on the assistance provided to support Justice reform. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

Since the end of World War II – therefore for a period long enough to be considered as a 

consolidated historical trend – international relations have seen a progressively increasing role of 

Public Policies of Aid and Assistance in the definition and development of bilateral and multi-

lateral relations among States.  

Compared to the traditional XIX century scheme of international relations dominated by the 

“war\trade” interactions (O.Hintze), largely inspired by the traditional German doctrine of the 

National Security and State Interest that has dominated the international dynamics among State 

actors and the immanent idea of Sovereignty, a new dimension of Aid policies has been imposing 

itself as a new instrument of political relations and obligations at international level.  

Aid has become a new instrument of the traditional international State power policies (M.Wight).  

Public Budgets devoted to activate aid and technical assistance initiatives as well as the related 

administrative structures put in place to manage them – have been constantly rising over the last 

six decades, in what is clearly a continuous trend.  

The Actors dealing with Aid got institutionalized while the policies have been consolidating; the 

dynamics of the relations have been following patterns that can be recalled in clearly descriptive 

models.  

For most of International State Actors, being in the first line of the Donors Community in 

delivering Aid in areas of high geo-political interest has become a top priority and a primary 

political interest – to the extent that it may be stated that very often Donors have overall set of 
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interests that are wider than those of the Beneficiaries.  

In particular over the last two decades, after the end of the bi-polar system and with the unique 

scenarios emerging from the post-war transition in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the post-soviet 

transition mainly in Russia – there has been a radical evolution of the programmes and projects of 

Aid and Assistance. 

The traditional categories of International Cooperation and Development Aid – which have 

dominated the discussion and the relationship between Donors and Beneficiaries in the 60s and 

70s – have been overcome by a vast variety of new forms of assistance, often way more 

sophisticated, especially when it comes to the direct involvement of State Actors.  

Paradoxically enough – the analysis of the Aid policies is still rather limited if compared to the 

importance they are playing in the system of international politics. Still often the communication 

to the wider public audience is concentrated on the declared values that are inspiring the Aid 

action, rather than on its implications of interest, efficiency, effectiveness and ultimately – 

impact.  

In other words, the political dimension of the Aid goes often lost in the rhetoric of the generous 

Donor. 

 

COURSE ASSESSMENT 
 

Students will have to prepare a project proposal as final assessment, in groups of two or 

individually.  

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 
 

The Course will be divided in four parts, three theoretical and one practical, each of 5 lecturing 

hours. 

• Part One - will be focused on analyzing the development of State Aid and Technical 

Assistance in International politics after World War II and its evolution after the fall of 

the Berlin wall.  

Main topics:  

*) Traditional National Interest and National Security Doctrine and the raise of Aid Policies 

between XIX and XX cent. 

*) History and Evolution of International State Aid Policies. A proposal of periodization (1949 – 

2010) 

*) Operational Definition of Aid Policies after the Fall of the Berlin Wall 

*) Defining the evolution of typologies of Actors \ Intervention Scenarios\ Aid initiatives 

• Part Two will be focused on the development over the last two decades (1990-2010) of 

the European Unions policies and instruments of aid and assistance to countries in 

transition  

Main topics: 

*) Historical Evolution of European Union’s Aid policies and programmes (1990-2010)  

*) Between External Relations and Project Cycle Management: Identification, designing, tendering 

and contracting, implementation and evaluation of the EU funded Aid programmes.  

*) Most common EU contracting tools (Technical Assistance, Budget Support, Grants, Twinning 

projects et.) 

• Part Three will be focused on analyzing programmes related to support reform in the 

Justice and Home Affairs sector 
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Main topics:   

*) Historical evolution of the Justice and Home Affairs Sector (1990-2010) 

*) International Assistance for Justice Reform in post-war and in post-soviet countries (1990-

2010) 

Part Four will be focused both on analyzing the specific case-study of a Justice reform project 

implemented within an EU funded programme (ideally, one in a post-communist and one in a 

post-soviet environment) and in undertaking a practical simulation of design of a similar 

technical assistance project in a transition country, ideally funded by a multi-lateral donor. 
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